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ABSTRACT: 

PURPOSE: To obtain a uniformly roughened surface state with which the 
inversion of a cleaning blade is obviated and always good-quality images are 
obtainable by specifying the nip width between a film-like polishing material 
and the electrophotographic sensitive body to a prescribed value or above. 

CONSTITUTION: The film-like polishing material 1 1 is pressed by a rubber 
roller 13 to the electrophotographic sensitive body 10 under rotation and the 
nip width 21 of the contact part between the polishing material 1 1 and the 
photosensitive body 10 is specified to ≥3.6 mm. The surface of the 
photosensitive body is roughened uniformly over the entire part thereof when 
the polishing material 1 1 moving in this direction 12 is moved in parallel with 
the rotating direction of the photosensitive body 10. The part where the 
photosensitive body does not come into contact with the polishing material 1 1 
is formed by the eccentricity of the photosensitive body 10, etc., and, 
therefore, the insufficiently roughened surface state is resulted and the 
inversion of the blade arises if the nip width is below 3.6 mm . The polishing 
material 1 1 formed by applying and fixing polishing particles of 

AI<SB>2</SB>0<SB>3</SB>, SiC, Cr<SB>2</SB>0<SB>3</SB>, diamond, etc., onto a 
base material of a high-polymer film consisting of polyethylene, etc., is used 
as the film-like polishing material 11. 
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